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AN 


ON 


P RE ACH ING. 


DE AR SIR, 


S it gives me pleaſure to ſee you con- 
A cerned about maintaining the Chriſtian 
doctrine in its purity, ſo I count it 

both my duty and privilege, fo encourage you 
in that good concern. Meanwhile I muſt 
obſerve, that, as you have given me but ſmall 
information about your ſituation and connec- 
tions in regard to religion, or what ſort of 
people your audience chiefly conſiſts of, I 
cannot propoſe to be ſo particular and cloſe 
with you as need might require. I am oblig- 
ed to gueſs at theſe things, the beſt way I 
can, from the general hints you give me of 
your youth, and the dangers that ſurround 
you in regard to doctrine, and your queſtion 
A 2 about 


MY 
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| - about the proper way of preaching to ſaints 
and ſinners. 


Your ſituation, I ſhall ſuppoſe, is much like 
that of a pariſh-miniſter, who has in his 
congregation a number of ſerious profeſſing 
people, as they are called, and who is heartily 
concerned to bring up all the reſt to the ſame 
character. Let us then keep in our eye the 
notion of a pariſh-miniſter of the beſt reputed 
ſort, and conſider what influence his ſitua- 
tion and leading purpoſe muſt naturally have 
on his conduct in regard to the Chriſtian 
doctrine ; and at the ſame time obſerve, how 
different his character muſt be from that of 
Paul, or even that which he deſired to ſee in 
an ordinary teacher or elder of a Chriſtian 
church. While we enter on this conſidera- 
tion, I muſt beg you would keep your eye 
on Paul's epiſtles, and bear in mind what 
a vaſt difference there is between a Chriſtian 
church in Paul's ſenſe, and any, even the beſt, 
of our modern pariſhes ; and at the ſame time 
remember, that the character of a good Chriſ- 
tian was no leſs obnoxious to the world in 
Paul's time than it is acceptable and reputed 


in our time, or rather that the word Cbriſtian 


has 
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has greatly changed its primitive ſignifica- 
tion. 


As the pariſh-miniſter takes the charge of 
all the ſouls living in the diſtrict or part of the 
country called his pariſh, ſo he bears what is 


called a paſtoral relation to them all. And 


they, as his chriſtian flock, as already ſup- 
poſed related. to Chriſt by their baptiſm, as 
ſome way ſubject to diſcipline and paſtoral 
over-ſight, muſt all be conſidered as Chriſ- 
tians in fome ſenſe, however many claſles 
they may be divided into, according to their 
different character. They may be claſſed as 
ignorant, careleſs, profane; as attentive, 
knowing, ſerious, experienced ; or, by a more 
general diviſion, as ſaints and ſinners ; till 
they are Chriſtians, aad objects of the paſto- 
ral care. As they are all ſuppoſed ſome way 
to hold the goſpel for true, ſo the improve- 
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ment of the more defective characters is not Dl. J. 


expected to ariſe from a perſuaſion of the 


truth of the pol goſpel, but from a more dili- 


gent and devout attention to the miniſter, or 
attendance on ordinances, as it is called. 
And as it is the miniſter's great concern to 
promote this, ſo, generally ſpeaking, his peo- 
ple may be fitly canged into their different 

claſſes, 
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claſſes, according as they have more or leſs 
attachment to his miniſtry, and the approved 
forms and exerciſes of religion, 'Thus the fi- 
tuation of the pariſh-miniſter muſt prove to 
him a great temptation of ſelf-ſeeking, and 
likewiſe to change the goſpel into a doctrine 
of ſelf-righteouſneſs in regard to his people. 


At the ſame time it muſt be remembered, 
that the laws, manners, and cuſtoms of the 
country ſerve to enforce a certain degree of 
reſpect to the miniſter, to the ſtated weekly 
day for his officiating in public, and to other 
religious appointments, or, at leaſt, to make 
the open and avowed neglect of theſe diſre- 
putable. Accordingly, while the miniſter 
works up his people to be ſerious by every 
ſelf-righteous motive, making the joys and 
terrors of the world to become ſubſervient to 
his purpoſe, he has at the ſame time the mo- 
tive of worldly honour to prompt on the one 
hand, and the loſs of worldly reputation to 


deter on the other. 


Moreover, by ranging his people into dit- 
ferent claſſes, either doctrinally or more prac- 
tically, he finds means to ſtimulate them by 
the forcible motive of emulation. I know - 


none i43* 
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's none who hath made more notable uſe of 
d this motive than Mr. John Weſley, who, I 
- -am told, hath diſtinguiſhed his people into 
Oo ſeekers, believers, holy bands, and the per- 
d fect. Others ſcem to content themſelves with 
le a more general diſtinction, dwelling chiefly on 
the difference between good and bad men, or 
between ſaints and ſinners; without aſcer- 
d, taining what makes a good and holy charac- 
1e ter by the rules of the goſpel, but rather adapt- 
of ing their notions of goodneſs and holineſs to 
ly what is highly efteemed among men in that 
er part of the country where they live. But if, 
Ke taking our notion of a good and holy man 
e- from Paul's doctrine, we ſhould underſtand 
er holineſs to conſiſt in the practice of brotherly 
ry love in ſeparation from the world, we would 
nd ſoon find; that a man walking as becomes a 
to ſaint, would be no leſs an object of diſguſt 
o- and hatred to thoſe called worthy godly mi- 
ne rifters, and their ſerious people, in our time, 
to 'than true Chriſtians were to thoſe moſt 
eſteemed for godlineſs amongſt the Jews in 
Paul's time, 
i Ry 
ac- 


Now, keeping our eye on a pariſh, where 


by the great majority have a devout character, 
under the care of a zealous miniſter, let us 


one ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe that a preacher of Paul's goſpel makes {; 
his appearance among them, that curioſity « 
procures him an audience, that the goſpel « 
makes a few converts, and then let us ee 
conſider what would be the natural conſe- 


que Dee. 


cc 


But, firſt of all, I would repreſent him as « 


addrefling his audience to the following pur- 40 


PO 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


40 


* you ever doubted much if the goſpel was 
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“ perſuaſion you have hitherto entertained of 
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ſe. © You have received much inſtruction . 
about the law and the goſpel : particularly « 
you have been told, that the law ſays Do; « 
and the goſpel, Believe. The diſtinction 4 
is plauſible, and might paſs without amend- 4 
ment, were it clearly underſtood at the 4 
ſame time, what is to be believed. But <« 
this is far from being the caſe. As few of ce 
true, (for who but Infidels or Pagans „ 
would deny the goſpel to be true l); ſo the « 
the truth of the goſpel, has never been conſi- « 
dered among you as what ſhould or could be . 
of ſufficient weight, by itſelf alone, to give « 
relief to a wounded conſcience. Yet as the « 
Scripture expreſsly connects ſalvation with 40 
the belief of the truth, and in a Chriſtian . 
land the Scripture muſt not be flatly con- 
I « tradicted, 


1 


tradicted, it became neceffary to explain 
how men might believe or know the 
goſpel to be true, and yet receive no ſpiri- 
tual benefit by that belief or knowledge. 


* In doing this, the bulk of teachers have 
not perceived, or have not been willing to 
obſerve, that the great miſtake at bottom is 
about the proper anſwer to the main queſ- 
tion, What is the goſpel ? Inclining rather 


gm ——— — 


to take it for granted, that this point is 
generally underſtood, and not ſeeing the 
like effects follow as attended the belief of 
the truth in the days of the apoſtles, their 
attention has been drawn away from the 
glory of the divine truth itſelf, and the rich 
relief which the bare truth alone affords to 
the guilty conſcience ſo foon as under- 
ſtood ; ſo that, inſtead of being occupied, 
like Paul, whoſe chief labour was to ex- 
pound and teſtify the kingdom of God, to 


“ perſuade concerning Jeſus, and to diſtin- 


«c 


guiſh the true goſpel from all counterfeits, 


* their chief labour has been to diſtinguiſh 
«© between a right and wrong way of be- 
*“ heving, to animate their people to dili- 


_ © gence in the exerciſes ſuppoſed proper to 
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1 
produce a right faith, and to aſſure them 
they have attained ſuch faith, provided they 
have found it attended with certain feel- 
ings, experiences, or inward motions of 
their hearts, 


© The effect of ſuch Jofrine in your 


minds has been, to make you confider the 


goſpel-command to believe, as ſome very 
exalted refinement of the law of works, 


calling you, after you have been diſap- 


pointed in all your endeavours to help 
yourſelves, by doing in every other ſhape, 
now to beſtir yourſelves to perform ſome 
notable a& of a very ſpiritual nature, called 
believing ; by doing which in a right man- 
ner, you have been led to expect com- 
plete relief. But let me aſk ſuch of you 
as have laboured moſt in this way, Can 


* you preſent yourſelves before God, and 
&« ſay, you have attained the expected ſuc- 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


ceſs? No! if your conſciences are not 
quite hardened, you muſt be ſtraitened in 
your anſwer, and at moſt give a doubtful 


© reply, 


Let 


1 


Let us then ſet aſide the deceitful ways 
tc of handling the diſtinction between the 
law and the goſpel, and obſerve how it is 
& illuſtrated in the Scripture, And where 
& can we better look for a proper illuſtration 
te of it, than to the dying words of the Lord 
t and Saviour? who juſt before he bowed the 
1 head, and gave up the ghoſt, ſaid, I 2zs 

& finiſhed, or, I is done. Moſes in his law 
6 ſaid, Do; and while he mentioned the 
6 things required, ſaid, The man that doth 
F them ſhall live in = No ſuch man ap- 

& peared, till Jeſus came as the end of the 
40 law, and at the cloſe of his work ſaid, 1: 
& 7s done. Thus, as the law was given by 
0 Moſes, grace and truth came by Jeſus 
& Chriſt : for Moſes ſaid, Do; and Jeſus ſays, 

{t is done; and this is the great point proved 
6 * by his e e 


A 


"= _ 
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* The law is called the mini/tration of con- 
demnation, as it declared our duty, and 
curſed every tranſgreſſor: the goſpel is 
called the miniftration ©" righteouſneſs, as it 
brings the glad tidings that a perfect righ- 
teouſneſs is already wrought for the un- 
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E 
godly. The law came demanding right- 
eouſneſs; the goſpel brings you the good 
news, that its demand is fully anſwered, 


* Are you perſuaded of this, or does this 
ſtand true in your conſciences? Then 
you have found an anſwer to that moſt 
pinching of all queſtions, herewith ſhall 
T come before the Lord? And now you 
can underſtand the nature of the command 
to believe, that it is not a command calling 


you to do any thing, or any new law of 


works, but the gracious voice of God 
willing you to know, that every thing re- 
quired is already done, even a graciou: . 
proclamation, ſtamped with the highel! © 
proofs of divine authority, approaching yo! 

with all the force of a divine law, and car. 
rying in itſelf evidence all-ſufficient t. 
command the belief or perſuaſion of you 


 hexrts, For how vain, how abſurd is it t. 


ta of a command to believe, that carric 
not along with it evidence ſufficient t 


command perfuaſion, or to produce belic 
in the heart? 


&« Moreoyc: 


WC: 
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e Fe that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God. 
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© connection with the ſelf-denied labour of 
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« Moreover, the ſame authority which 
commands your belief, and gives you life 
by what you believe, likewiſe commands 
and directs you to the proper work and 
exerciſe wherein that life is to be enjoyed, 
and promoted to its perfection. And that 
work is no other than the work of bro- 
Faith works by love. The 
life it conveys, is the life and joy of love. 


And the joy of love ſtands in the cloſeſt 


it. Accordingly the great ſupernatural com- 
mandment which gives life to the dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, runs thus in its two 
branches: 1 John iii. 23. And this is his com- 
mandment, that we ſhould believe on the name 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another, 
as he gave us commandment. And he that 
keepeth his commandments, dwelleth in him, and 
he in him : and hereby we know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit which be hath given us. 
And ſurely nothing can be more proper, 
than that the gracious commandment which 
gives life to the dead, by making the evi- 
dence of the truth, or the light of divine 

I «© love 


( 14 ] 
e love to ſhine into their hearts, ſhould like- 
« wiſe enjoin thoſe who are made alive, the 
cr proper work and exerciſe wherein their new 
« life is to be enjoyed, and promoted to its 
&« perfection. 


« Do you then hold for true what the 
s apoſtles teftified concerning Jeſus of Naza- 
te reth? Then ſurely you hold their teſti- 
<«- mony to be goſpel, to be good news or glad 
* tidings; for in this light it appears to every 
« One who believes or holds it for true. Do 
< you think it a faithful ſaying, that Chriſt 
feſus came into the world to ſave ſinners? 
Then ſurely you muſt think it a very ac- 
e ceptable ſaying, yea worthy of all accepta- 
* tion. You muſt conſider that ſaying, or, 


« which is the ſame thing, him of whom it 


ce teſtifies, as worthy to be affectionately re- 
cc. ceived, embraced, or cleaved to, at the rate 
« of riſking or lofing every thing beſides. 
The firſt Chriſtians received Jeſus Chriſt 
« as their Lord, when, ſeparating themſelves 
« from all ſtrangers, they joined together in 
ce the Chriſtian church order and diſcipline, 
, for the exerciſe of brotherly love according 
to Chriſt's command. 
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Read the Acts of the apoſtles, and you 


cc 


will find, that to be added or joined to the 
church, to be added to the Lord, and 
with purpoſe of heart to cleave to the 


Lord, are all expreſſions of the ſame im- 
port, 


« Paul making joyful mention of the or- 
der of the Coloſſian church, and the ſted- 
faſtneſs of their faith thereby manifeſted, 
exhorts them to perſeverance in that order 
which appeared ſo beautiful in his eyes, 
in this manner: As ye have therefore re- 
cerved Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
him. He ſaw how they had received Chriſt 
by the order into which his authority had 
introduced them; therefore when he ex- 
horts them to walk in Chriſt, as they had 
received him, they could be at no loſs to 
ſee that the Chriſtian walk he was calling 
for, was no other than perſeverance in that 
order into which Chriſt's authority had 


* brought them, by their continuing to ob- 


ſerve all things Chriſt commanded his 
apoſtles to teach his diſciples, All the 
* practices whereof Paul was both a teacher 


and 
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and pattern to the Gentile churches, were 


ways of walking in Chriſt. So he tells 


the Corinthians, he had ſent them Timo- 
thy his beloved ſon and faithful in the 
Lord, who, ſays he, ſhall bring you into re- 
membrance of my ways which be in Chriſt, 
as I teach every where in every church. You 
may be well aſſured then, that all thoſe 
teachers talk very idly to you, to ſay no 
worſe, who preach up any other way, of 
receiving, reſting upon, embracing, or 
cleaving to Chriſt, or who go about to de- 
ſcribe any other way of walking in Chriſt, 
than as the Coloſſian church received 


him. 


* Now, after all that can be ſaid about 
the evidence of the truth, or divine glory 
of the goſpel, it is to be feared, ſome of 
you will {till object, and ſay, We can- 
not believe. We have been diligent in 


reading, praying, and hearing ſermons, en- 


deavouring to obtain a comfortable change 
of our ſtate; and though we cannot ſay 
our endeavours have hitherto been ſucceſs- 


4 
ce ful, yet we retain a ſincere eſteem for 


cc 


Chriſt's worthy miniſters and ſervants, and 


* would 


* 
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* 

would be glad if any of them could direct 
us how to exerciſe ourſelves in religion 
more to our real benefit and comfort than 
formerly: for, without our finding in our- 
ſelves at leaſt ſome promiſing ſign of an ap- 
proaching change to the better, we cannot 
be perſuaded that what Chriſt did long be- 
fore we were born, 1s alone ſufficient to 
juſtify us as we preſently ſtand. Can 
you give us no directions then how we 
ſhould be exerciſed in order to ſach a 
change?“ — The anſwer is ſhort, None at 
all. You have heard what the apoſtles teſ- 
tify of Chriſt, and you cannot believe it ; 
ſtand to your hazard then, and take the 
conſequence. 


“ The apoſtles long ago gave their ſenſe 
of your hazard, as well as of the true rea- 
ſon of your unbelief, when ſetting forth 
the evidence of the truth, they added, Be- 


ware therefore leſt that come upon you 
which is written in the prophets, Behold, ye 
deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh. You 
cannot believe, becauſe whatever honour- 
able mention you make of Chriſt and his 
work, ſtill you think his work too little, 

C 


too 


(18 1 
* too deſpicable a thing to be your only . 
tc and entire recommendation to the divine „ 
« favour without more. Go on then with ,, 
te your ſerious endeavours to perform the ar- ,, 
e duous taſk ye have heard called by the „ 
„name of faith. As you ſow, you ſhall ,, 
* reap. All the encouragement you have ,, 
« from him who ſpeaks in the Scriptures, 4 
6 runs thus: Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, t 
that compaſs yourſekves about with ſparks : « 
te walk in the light of your fire, and in the 4 
&« ſparks that ye have kindled. This ſhall ye « 
« have of mine hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſor- d 
„ 70W, | 


A 
A 


« | 


cc , 

« But ſome will ſtill object and fay, What cc | 

« ſtrange doctrine is this! Would you hold c. 
cc forth the goſpel in ſuch a light as to ſet T7 
« aſide our duty, or rather to make our do- « F 
e ing our duty a crime? The anſwer is ready; , 
« Far be it! You have got no reaſon for (t / 
«« advancing ſuch a queſtion. The divine « 
<« law given long before Chriſt came, and to «& | 
% which every man's conſctence bears witneſs, :« , 
« js holy, juſt, and good, univerſally and « , 
« invariably binding on all men, whether « 
* they believe the goſpel or not. The goſpel « 

«© Never 


8 2 
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tt never came to weaken, but greatly to en- 
* force the obligation of the divine law. 
1 Would you know your duty then? Conſult 
« the law. Want you directions what to do, 
l « or how to be exerciſed in order to live and 
be happy? The law contains a. complete 
ce ſum of ſuch directions. The law of the 
> «Lord is perfect. And you cannot ſeek di- 
> © rections any where elſe without charging it 
« with imperfection. It is in all reſpects your 
« indiſpenſable duty to do all things required 
Y* « by it. Moſes has often declared, that the 
% man who doth theſe things ſhall live in 
© them. And this he declared to thoſe who 
«© were already ſinners, even as we are; for 
at « he had none but ſuch to give his law to. 
1d e Ezekiel in like manner ſays, If the wicked 
ſet ec turn from bis fin, and do that which is lau- 
o- te ful and right ;—if he walk in the ſlatutes of 
y 3 e hife without committing iniquity; he ſhall 
for 40 ſurely live, he ſhall not die. None of his ſins 
ine 10 that be bath committed, ſhall be mentioned unto 
to c him: be hath done that which is lawful 
AS, and right; be ſhall ſurely live. Jeſus Chriſt 


nd e alſo pointed at the extenſive demand of 
er © the perfect law, and addreſſing himſelf like- 
pel © wiſe to ſuch as were already ſinners, ſays ex- 
5 2 «© preeſsly, 


10. 


cc preſsly, This do, and thou fhait live. Do your 
* Duty then, and you ſhall certainly live 
« and be happy; for this is the uniform doc- 
trine of Moſes and the prophets, con- 
firmed by the declaration of Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf. | 


La, 


A 


Lay 


** 


* Many, deſpiſing diſputes about faith, 
ce take a pleaſure in ſaying, If we do as we 
* would be done by, we hope God will not 


* condemn us, or make any inquiry abou 


© what was our faith. Agreed: Do this, ane 


vou ſhall live. If you hope then to ly 


— 


to do it perfectly. If you who have al 
e ready finned, hope to live by your reper 


* tance, take care that your repentance t_ 


« ſincere, uniform, effectual, and permanen 


« Let your repentance be ſuch an effectu 


ce turning away from all fin, as to admit 
no return in any one inſtance, Let it 
« ſuch a turning to righteouſneſs as to adn 
* of no failure. For the moment you fail 
* any one inſtance, all your former righteo! 
<« nels goes for nothing. Hearken not to th 
6e teachers, who would perſuade you to co: 
ce pendize or abridge your duty into one 
cc m 


by doing your duty, take care hencefort 
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© more acts of faith, contrition, or repen- 
« tance, This would be making void, yea 


« mocking both the law and the goſpel: for 


te neither of theſe acknowledge that for righ- 


cc teouſneſs which comes ſhort of perfection. 


« Do not then imagine, that God will accept 
cc of any righteouſneſs ſhort of perfection, be it 
« called ſincerity, or by any other name. If you 


* pretend then to do any thing leſs or more 


« jn order to acceptance with God, you muſt 


„do every thing. God is not to be mocked. 
Go not about to impoſe on yourſelves, by 
e & ſubſtituting, inſtead of the perfect obedience 
„God's law requires, any ambiguous, equi- 


ce vocal acts or motions of the heart. For you 
© cannot do your duty to purpoſe, unleſs in 


plain terms, and in good earneſt, you obey 


* every divine precept, performing every 


thing required, and avoiding every thing 


« forbidden by the divine law. — On the 
* other hand, if there be any of you who, 


after many repeated trials, have found all 
your moſt ſerious endeavours to do your 


e duty to prove in the iſſue both unſucceſs- 
* ful and deceitful, and have accordingly 


been brought to deſpair of ſo much as 


thinking one good thought, if it could fave 
«© your 


Las] 
© your ſouls for ever, then certainly you 
e have great reaſon to bleſs God for that 
« goſpel, which evinces, with the higheſt 
« kind of demonſtration, that all is — 
« done.” 


Thus far the preacher of Paul's goſpel ; 
who, were he to preach never ſo oft, hath no 
other weapon to handle, nothing elſe to inſiſt 
on in regard to. juſtification, but the fimple 
truth, even the divine teſtimony concerning a 
righteouſneſs already wrought for thoſe who 
have none of their own. He appears not in 
the character of. a director, but rather as a 
herald : he comes not to impoſe upon his 
hearers by changing the goſpel into fome new 
law of works: he comes. not propoſing new 
regulations or refinements about duty, teaching 
men how to exert or exerciſe themſelves: to 
better purpoſe than formerly, but declaring 
and evincing, from the Scriptures, what God 
hath already done for the relief of e — 
are in deſperate circumſtances. | 7 

Thus employed was Paul, who gives this 
account of his miniſtry : Ve have renounced 
the . things of diſtoneſty, not walking in 

craftineſs, 
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craſtineſo, nor handling the word of Gad deceit- 
fully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mending ourſekves to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God. In the book of the Acts we 
have Paul's conſtant manner of preaching 
often deſcribed to us, particularly Acts xvii. 2. 
And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto 
them, and three ſabbath-days reaſoned with them 
out of the Scriptures, opening and alledging, (or 
evincing), that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, 
and riſen again from the dead; and that this 
Jeſus whom I preach unto you, is Chriſt. Yea, 
when he had occaſion to preach at Rome a 
whole day, from morning unto evening, we 
are told. what-he inſiſted on all the time, in 
this manner: Acts xxviil. 23. And when they 
had appointed bim a day, there came many to 
him into his lodging ; to whom he expounded and 
Fe/tified the kingdom of God, perſuading them 
concerning Jeſus, both out of the law of Moſes, 
and out of the prophets, from morning till even- 
ang. Nor did he change his ſubject, though 
he many times preached at Rome: And Paul. 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired houſe, and 
received all that came in unto him, preaching the 
Aingdom of God, and teaching thoſe things which 
Concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all confidence, 
d 1: 7. 
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no man forbidding him. And he himſelf ſays to 
the Corinthians, And J, brethren, when I came 


to you, came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of 


wiſdom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God. 
For I determined not to know any thing among 
you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. And 
from many other paſſages, ſuch as Acts ix. 20. 
and xx. 24. and 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7. it appears, 
that this was the topic he never wearied of, 
from his converſion to his death. What a 
poor figure would that clergyman make, who 
had no other topic to inſiſt on, nothing elſe to 
attach his pariſh to him but this ! 


Let us now ſuppoſe, as formerly hinted, 
that Paul's goſpel makes a dozen or two of 
converts in ſuch a pariſh as has been deſcrib- 
ed ; that they obtain two or more elders, as 
a preſbytery, to preſide among them ; and 
then let us obſerve the conſequence. You 
find them immediately complying with the 
exhortation which Peter largely inſiſted on to 
the believers on the day of Pentecoſt, and 
which is ſummed up in theſe words : Save 
(or ſeparate) your ſelves from this untoward ge- 
neration, And henceforward you find them 
continuing ſtedfaſtly, every Lord's day at 

leaſt, 


* 
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| teaſt, in the - apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, 

| (or contribution), and in breaking of bread, 
4 and in prayers. You find them maintaining 
charity, by the exerciſe of the Chriſtian diſ- 
cipline, according to Matth. xvii. and 1 Co- 
rinth. chap. v. You find them ſaluting one 
another with a kils of charity, uſing hoſpitality 
one to another without grudging, ready to do 
the meaneſt offices of love, not neglecting even 
to waſh one another's feet when need requires. 
In a word, you find them maintaining fervent 
charity among themſelves, in oppoſition to 
all the enemies of the Chriſtian faith and 
order, ſtanding faſt in one ſpirit, with one 
mind, ſtriving together for the faith of the 
| goſpel, in nothing terrified by their adverſa- 
$ ries. Read Paul's firſt chapter to the Philip- 

pians, and you will find this is what he meant 
by a converſation becoming the goſpcl ; ſo 


you may perceive that his notion of ſuch a 
> RFecanverſation differed very widely from what 
) Mis now entertained by thoſe reckoned the beſt 


4 1 iniſters, and the beſt people. As the el- 
e ers 5 be the leaders in ſuch a conver- 
— b lation, their employment muſt be of a very 
n Hifferent nature from that of the pariſh- mi- 
at giſter; but how great the difference may not 


5 __- 1 
—  — — 
— — — — 
- — ——— — 
— — — 
COTS Cle GS — ͤ—U—U—U—w— — act 


— 


- PR = 2 an 

— < * 
CY 

— = — 
— 
— — — 


or other reſtraints interpoſed by Providence, 


F 26] 


ſo readily and diſtinctly appear, but to thoſe 


who have ſeen both. How provoking all 
this would appear to their neighbours, eſpe- 
cially to thoſe reckoned the godly, or the 
ſaints of the pariſh, can . ſcarce be rightly 
conceived, except by. thoſe who have had 
occaſion to obſerve the fact. 


The world can patiently bear with a man 
helding almoſt any peculiarity of opinion, 
while it has no very uncommon effect on 
his conduct : but the appearance of a ſociety 
cloſely united by, and at all hazards firmly 
maintaining that divine truth which condemns | 
the world, is a fight which the world never 
did, never can endure with patience. It 4 
proves an intolerable eye-ſore to them, galling , 
them in the tendereſt part, and provoking 
them to perſecute, as far as civil government, 


will allow: ſo that however they may be re— 
ſtrained, the ſame diſpoſition to treat Chriſt": | 
diſciples with all manner of hatred and con- 

tempt, will ſtill be manifeſt, till Chriſt ap- 
pear the ſecond time to take vengeance o 


-his adverſaries. 


1 


fe 3 | 

11 3 It was the will of Chriſt, that his true 
e- diſciples ſhould always be thus obnoxious to 
he the world, even as they were all predeſti- 
ly nated to be conformed to his image. Paul 


ad joyfully concludes, that the word of God had 
obtained its proper effect in the Theſſalonian 
church, becauſe he found them ſuffering like 
an things from their countrymen, as the Judzan 
churches did from the Jews, And it is evi- 
dent from many places of the New Teſta- 
ment, that it cannot appear that the word of 
God has its proper effect in any other age or 
country, but where Chriſt's diſciples are diſ- 
tinguiſhed from their countrymen, and ob- 
noxious to their hatred, in like manner as 
Chritt and his followers were, 


The apoſtles were ſo far from conſidering ſuch 
a ſituation as difadvantageous to true Chriſti- 
anity, that we find them always taking notice 
of it with joy and thankſgiving, as an evident 
token that their friends in the faith fo fitu- 


on 
ated, were predeſtinated to eternal glory. 
o So we never find them ſignifying a wiſh that 


the caſe were otherwiſe, or giving directions 
to Chriſtians for operating a change of theu 
: D 2 itnation, 
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ſituation, but very much to the contrary. 
They would not exchange the joyful proſpect 
they had of the future glory of their ſuffering 
friends, for all the benefits which the clergy 
have fince received, or expected, from an eſta- 
bliſhed or triumphant tate of the church. 


Very different indeed were their principles 
and diſpoſitions from thoſe of our zealous or- 
thodox clergy, who labour and long for ſuch 
a flouriſhing ſtate of Chriſtianity in this world, 
as, being no more depreſſed by bearing the 
croſs after Chriſt, may be attended with uni- 
verſal peace and proſperity. What a fine 
Parade of Chriſtian zeal is exhibited by your 
promoters of ſchemes for converting the In- 
dians, when, in their ſermons before large 
congregations, where your wealthy traders 


make the principal figure, they move them to 


contribute, by repreſenting, in the moſt flat- 
tering view, the great difference between 


their Chriſtian audience and the unconverted 


Indians, by ſhewing what a bleſſed and ho- 
nourable work it would be to contribute to 
the converſion of thoſe who are fitting in 
darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of death; 
and what a glorious proſpect to ſee ſo many 
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Pagan nations tranſlated from the power of 


darkneſs into the kingdom of Chriſt; not for- 
getting to remind the audience, that, in thus 
promoting the kingdom of Chriſt, they would 
at the ſame time promote the extent and 
glory of the Britiſh empire! 


What bewitching views are theſe! Yet we 
cannot ſuppoſe, that the Chriſtian audience, or 
their teachers, mean any other thing by the 
converſion of the Indians, than their becom- 
ing like themſelves, that is, in reality at leaſt 
twofold worſe than they were before they be- 
came acquainted with ſuch neighbours, For 
who knows not that the Indians daily loſe 
their former ſimplicity of manners, and grow 
hardened in vices ſcarce known among them 
before, in proportion as their intercourſe 
with their Chriſtian neighbours increaſes? 


After all, it will perhaps be difficult for you 
to unmaſk the zealous clergy, ſo as clearly 
to perceive the hypocriſy of their plauſible pre- 
tences of promoting Chriſt's kingdom, till they 
be put to the proper and moſt effectual trial, 
by ſeeing the genuine appearance of Chriſt's 
kingdom, as exhibited in the firſt churches, 
2 preſented 
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preſented before them, or openly ſhowing it- 
ſelf in their neighbouchood, in the confident 
f profeſſion of the apoſtolic faith, love, and 
hope. If you ſhould- ſee their diſlike and 
contempt of this holding pace with their zeal 
for national Chriſtianity, then you could no 
longer doubt how they ſtood affected to Chriſt 
| and his kingdom. 


1 | May I preſume then that you will fairly. 
3 make the trial, and that ſo ſoon as you can 
find two or three hearty friends in the faith, 
you will cloſely join yourſelf to them, in de- 
termined ſeparation from all others, waiting 
on the Lord by prayer and ſupplication, till 
he increaſe your number, and grant you the 
complete order of a church? Then your very 
fituation, both in regard to the concerns of 
your union among yourſelves, and your oppo- 
fition to your common adverſaries, will ſhew 
vou a great propriety in many paſſages of 
the New Teſtament, that you could not 
otherwiſe well perceive; becauſe it would real- 
1ze to you the ſituation of the firſt churches, 
and gradually lead you into the ſame views 
that filled the minds of the apoſtles when they 
wrote to the churches. You will then find no 
| Occaſion 
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occaſion for the common way of preaching 


to ſaints and ſinners; for you will ſoon find 
the ſaints of the pariſh to be the greateſt ene- 
mies to you, and to the goſpel maintained by 
you. But if you think of ſaints in the ſame 
ſenſe with Paul, it will be found, that the 
doctrine fitteſt to heal the conſcience of the 
greateſt ſinner is the beſt food for them; 
for holineſs conſiſts in the love of that very 
doctrine, Wiſhing you then all comfort in 
your becoming a brother and companion in 


the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I am, 


DEAR SIR, 


May 6, 1763. 


Yours, &c. 


